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COPY of Correspondence betweeu the Reverend Mr. Leonard and his 
Excelletio^ the Lord Lieutenant, in reference to the Death of Pensioner 
Janies Harrison, and the alleged Refusal on the part of the Resident Authorities 
of the Hibeniian Military School at Dublin, to permit the Reverend Mr. Leonard 
to Visit the said James Harrison. 



The Rev. John Leonard to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 



St. Bridget's, Blanchardstown, County Dublin, 
May it please your Excellency, 15 June 1861 . 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for your Excellency’s consideration, a.s President 
of the Royal Hibernian Military School, Pheenix Park, Dublin, a statement of 
facts relative to a very extraordinary and a very distressing case, in which I have 
been concerned as Roman Catholic Chaplain of the above-mentioned institution. 
I will now state the case in as concise a manner as possible, and I beg leave to 
refer your Excellency for all the details to the accomj)anying documents. 

I was sent for on Sunday, tire 9th instant, to attend the late James Harrison, 
ail orderly of the Hibernian School, then lying very dangerously ill in his ovvu 
quarters or apartmeiics, which are situated in the hospital buildings of the said 



school. 

Knowing well that Harrison was registered as a Protestant, I asked the serjeant 
in charge of the hospital to accompany me to Harrison’s room, to be a witness 
of what Harrison’s own wishes were in the matter. This the serjeant rel^used to 
do. Major Speedy sent for me, and in the course of my conversation with him, 

I offered to allow the Protestant clerg}Tnan to accompany me to Harrison’s 
apartments, and 1 promised that I would retire at once in case Harrison 
expressed a wish for the attendance of the Protestant clerg)’man. 

This proposal was immediately acknowledged by the major as a fhir one, but 
having conversed with some gentleman whom he introduced to me as the Rev. 
Mr. Moore, he (Major Speedy) declined to accede to the proposal, of winch a 
few minutes previously he had approved. Surgeon Templeton, the resident 
surgeon of the institution, was then asked for bis opinion of the case, aud he 
said that under no circumstances could he permit me to visit Harrison s quarters, 
not even to look at him, that I might be able to form some opinion of his 
(Harrison’s) real strength and condition. Now, as the steps 1 would feel bound 
to take in such an emergency would, of course, in a great measure depend on the 
state of Harrison’s health, I considered this opinion as a most unreasonable one. 

However, the decision given bv the surgeon and approved of bv the major, and 
pronounced as final in the presence of Colonel Simmons, one of the Board ot 
Governors, was to thi.s effect, viz. that as long as Harrison remained m the hos- 
pital 1 would not be allowed to enter his room for any purpose, either alone or 
accompanied by the Protestant clergyman. Havmg been kept drmng about 
from place to place, and from one official to another, from half-past 12 o clock at 
noon until 20 minutes past 10 at night, I at length succeeded m getting an 
order from General Sir George Brown, to the eftect that Hamson should at least 
be questioned as to bis wishes (a favour which was so frequently refused nim 
during the earUer part of the same day, as may be seen from the enclosed d^u- 
rations of Mrs. Harrison and myself). This order of 
above alluded to, was handed to I\Iajor Speedy at 

the same night. I respectfully submit, that the perusal of the accompanying 
documents will clearly show your Exeelleucy that rit iu' tfm 

taken on the part of the Protestant clergyman or any 

tion. to ascertL the truth or falsehood of the aUeged desire of this Jame= Hain.^ou 
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to liave tlie services of the Roman Catholic chaplain of the institution aIthonn-1 
that desire was made known to them at a quarter to one o'clock on Sundav and 
he lived until 20 or 25 minutes after eleven o'clock at night. And moreover 
your ExeeUency will learn from the .same documents, that the kid James 
Harrison was aUowed to die without the presence or assistance of a cleravman of 
any denomination. ‘ 

In conclusion, I would submit to your Excellency the necessity of investisrafcinjr 
the whole case, which appears, at first view at least, most unjustifiable, not sanc^ 
tioned by any rule of the institution itself, the violation of the rights of conscience 
of a dying man, within the precincts of the Hibernian School, on the part of the 
officials of that institution, and an unwarranted interference with the Roman 
Catholic chaplain, in obstructing him in giving his professional services to one 
earnestly demanding the same. 

Should your Excellency, of which I can entertain no doubt, arrive at this con- 
clusion, I have to request, with the profoundest respect, that you will convey the 
expression of your displeasure to all the parties concerned in this transaction in 
the Hibernian School, and direct such measures to be taken as may prevent for 
the future the recurrence of such unebristian, unjust, and arbiti-aiy power on the 
part of any individual or officer within the Royal Hibernian MHitarv School 
Phoenix Pai*k, Dublin. - ’ 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John Leonard, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain, 

, _ Royal Hibernian Military School, 

i o his Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Phoenix Pai'k Dublin 

&c. &c. &c. ’ 

President of the Royal Hibernian 
Military School, Phoenix Park, 

Dublin. 



Statement of the Rev. John Leonard, Homan Catliolic Chaplain of the Royal Hibernian 
MiMary School, Phcenix Park, Dublin, relative to the Case of the late James Harrison, 
an Orderly of the Hibernian School. 



Immediately after having celebrated mass on Sunday, the 9th of June 1861, in the 
chapel of the Royal Hibernian Military School, Phcenix Park, Dublin, 1 was proceedino' to 
unvest in the sacristy at about 36 minutes past 12 noon, when I was told that a messatre 
was sent to me during the time of mass, “ that James Harrison was very unwell, and wished 
to see me. 

Knowing very well that there was a person of that name, who formerly had been dis- 
charging the duties of attendant on the sick in hospital, and that his quarters or apartments 
were in the hospital buildings, and knowing, moreover, that the said James Harrison was 
registered on the books of the_ institution as a Proiestant, and never having had any cora- 
municahon with him on religious matters, I inquired if “Harrison himself had asked for 
me. Being answered in the affirmative, I immediately proceeded to the hospital; and, 
before going to Harrison’s quarters, I desired Serjeant Watson, who was in charge of the 
nospi^ buildings, to say to Mrs. Han-ison, that I (Rev. J. L) wanted her. It would be 
^11 here to remark, that Mrs. Hanison came to me, and in the presence of Serjeant 
v^tson I asked her “ If her husband had expressed a wish to see me ? ” She answered, 
TT asked Setjeant Watson to come with me to Harrison’s room to be a witness 
of what Harrison’s owm wishes were in the matter. He (Serjeant Watson) declined to do 
addition, said he would not permit me to visit him (Harrison). 

Mrs. Harrison pressed me to go up to her husband, and hearing the seijeant over and over 
agmn refusing to allow me, she exclaimed, “Won’t you come up to my dying husband? 

and if not (Here she broke off and again exclaimed), “Is this a prison, that the 

priest mil not be allowed up?” The seijeant asked, “Who will be responsible if I do 
so. She answered, “T will.” The serjeant replied, “You will; how can you be 
respo^ihle . ’ Seijeant Watson then turned to me (Rev. J. L.) and requested of me to 
wait five minutes until he would ask directions from Major Speedy. (I should here re- 
mark, that Major Speedy was then the senior officer in the institution, the commandant, 
Cmonel Mylius, beii^ at the time away on leave of absence). 

^ I turned to Mrs. Harrison and asked her, “ Was there any danger of her husband dying 
m the meantime . ” She replied that she thought not. I then told Serjeant Watson that I 
wuld wait until he would return from Major Speedy. Seijeant Watson came back to me 
(Kev. J. L.) with word that Major Speedy wished to see me in the office. At first I 
hesitated at leaving the hospital, but having extracted a promise from Serjeant Watson, 
that no person whatsoever would be allowed to see Harrison durin«r my absence, I con- 

° seated 
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sented to go to the office. I went there, and not finding the major in it, I went towards 
the surgeon’s quarters whither I was directed, and met the major at the door. I told him 
that Harrison, who was then dangerously il], had expressed a desire to his wife to see me, 
which (desire) she made known to me in the presence of Serjeant Watson, who refused me 
access to him (Harrison). Before I had time to say any more, Major Sjieeuv interrupted 
me by stating that he (Major Speedy) was placed in an’ awkward position, and that the 
Prote’stant clergyman should first go alone to Hai'rison. I objecied to the Protestant 
clergyman going alone to Harrison, but offered, without the slightest hesitation, 10 permit 
the Protestant clergyman to accompany me to the sick man; and I promised if both of us 
wei-e allowed into his (Harrison’s) presence, and that he (Harrison) expressed a wish for the 
assistance of the Protestant clergyman, that I would at once retire. The major said “ that 
was a fair offer;” and asked me to wait in the office wliile he went for the Piotestant 
clergyman. He (Major Speedy) returned iu a short time with a gentleman whom he 
introduced to me as the Keverend Mr. Moore, %vho was doing duty for the Reverend 
Mr. Neville, the Protestant chaplain of the institution. I then renewed my offer of allowing 
the Reverend Mr. Moore to accompany me (Rev. J. L.) to Harrison's bed-side; and I 
again promised that if Harrison when interrogated by any tliird party in the presence of us 
both, as to whose services he (Harrison) then wished for, should mention the name of the 
Rev. Mr. Moore, I would at once retire without saying a word. Major Speedy now 
refused to accede to my request, and would not listen to that proposal, which, before he 
conversed with the Rev. Mr. Moore, he had approvcii of. 

I repeatedly pressed my right to he allowed access to the sick man in company with the 
Rev. Mr. Moore, and was as often refused ; the Rev. Mr. Moore stating as a reason for not 
wisiiing to accompany me, that he had seen the sick man on the preceding Wednesday (i. e. 
four days previously) and that he (Harrison) was then satisfied with his religion, I still 
insisted on the nece’ssity of having Harrison there and then interrogated in the presence of us 
both, as to his wishes at the present time with regard to his religious principles. And I ringed 
as a reason for having him (Harrison) then interrogated, that the fact of the Rev. Mr. Moore’s 
having seen him four davs since could not enaUe him (Rev. Mr. Moore) to judge of his 
(Harrison’s) present dispositions and demands. The only reply I got was a refusal to be 
allowed access to the sick man, either alone or accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Moore. I 
still persevered and pressed my right to be allowed to see the sick man ; and Major Speedy 
then decided on calling to his (Major Speedy’s) assistance Surgeon Templeton, the resident 
surgeon of the institution, who came into the office immediately. The entire case, and my 
proposals, were stated in his presence, and in answer to a question jmt by me (Rev. J. L.), 
whether Harrison was then capable of ausweriiig a simple question? he (Surgeon! empleton) 
gave it as his opinion “ that Harrison was then capable of answering a questiou, though 
he doubted if he (Harrison) were then able to draw a just conclusicm.” Having got this 
opinion of the medical man who had been in constant attendance 00 Harrison, I again 
pressed my proposal of the joint visit of the Rev. Mr. Moore and myself He (Surgeon 
Templeton) absolutely and positively refused to permit me to have access to his patient, 
under any circumstances, so long as that patient was in tliat institution. 

I then said, “I will have him removed from the institution ” ; and Sturgeon Templeton 
replied, “ You will do nothing to any patient of mine, unless what X like,” or vyords to that 
effect. I (Rev. J. L.) then aske^, what was a person in Harrison’s position to do? 
Could his wife remove him from the institution? And Surgeon Templeton replied, “ that, 
of course, she could.” 1 then inquired of Surgeon Templeton if he were of opinion that 
Harrison could be removed without endangering his life. He (Surgeon Templeton) said, 
“ He thought so.” And here I should remaik tliat Colonel Simmins, one of the Governors 
of die insfitutioii, had been called in some time previously, by Major Speedy, I thmk, as 
he happened to be on the premises at the time. Major Speedy then requested of me 
(Rev. J. L.) to inform Mrs. Harrison of the decision given by Surgeon Templeton, and 
approved of by Colonel Simmins and liimself, viz. : that I (Rev. J. L.) would not be 
allowed to visit, or ever to look at her husband whilst he remained in the institution; but 
that she was free to remove him, if she so pleased, and that Surgeon Templeton was of 

opinion that he (Harrison) could be removed with perfect safety. 

I refused to be the bearer of such a message to Mrs. Harrison, as 1 looked upon it as 
a most unreasonable and a most unjust decision. , • • nc 

Here Maior Speedy asked Surgeon Templeton to convey the above decision to Mrs. 
Hanisoit, and he (S. T.) then left the office to do so, and returned in a few minutes, and 
told all present that Mrs. Harrison wished to have her husband removed from the institu- 
tion. It would be well here to remark that Surgeon Templeton, the resident surgeon ot 
the institution, undertook to give it as his opinion 10 me, m the presence of Colonel bimmms. 
Major Speedy, and the Rev. Mi. Moore, between the hours of 1 and 2 q clock p. m., and 
immediaiely afterwards to Mrs. Harrison herself, that James Hamson, Jen Iving 
daneerously ill, in his care, could be removed from the institution with perfect siUety, 
althou'^h he had not seen the said James Harrison from the preceding day, ^ I have 
since learned from the declaration of Mrs. Harrison ; and that the same Surgeon Templeton, 
iMYin^ visited the same James Hamson a few hours later, dnr.iig my abseno. from the 
institution, declared to the same Mm. Hamson, that her husband could not he removed 

without danger to his life. ,, ■ a -ai. a ♦i..%f eV,a 

On leaving the office, a messenger from Mrs. Hamson met me with word that she 
(Mrs. Hatrifon) wanted to see me. I went to her, and she asked me, what was she^to 
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I the institution, an-l had told 



do, as she was determined to lemove her husband fro: 

Surgeon Tumpieton of lier determination to do so. 

I suggested the names of Jervi.«-street, and St. Vincent’s Ho-pitul, in either of wl’icii T 
hoped to be able to get a bed for Ham.?on. Site preferred the latter, and I oromi'pH 
her to go to Dublin iimnediatf ly to look after the matter. ^ ° 

It was now drawing to 2 o’clock, p. ni., and having partaken of a hastv breakfa t I 
drove to St. Vmcetit's Hospital, StepheiiVgreen, Dublin. I explained the whole case’to 
one of the Sisters of Clianty residing m the hospual, and she, with the approbadon of the 
superioress, told me that it was again-st the rules laid down lor ttieir guidance, to admit a 
patient without the consent of the medical men atiaclied to the hospital ; and added that 
if Harrison were biouulit to that hospital on the following morning, between the hours of 
10 and 11 o’clock, he would be e.xiimined by the medical men, and aclmiikd, in case he 
were considered a subject for hospital treatment. 

Depending altogether on the opinion pronounced by Surgeon Templeton, about two hours 
previously, that there was “ no immediate danger of Harrison,” that he could be removed 
with ‘‘ perfect safety and depending particularly on having heard him say, in reply to a 
question put by the Rev. Mr. Moore, “ that there was a probability of Harrison’s recovery 
but that was ail.” I made airangemeuts with the Sister of Charity that Hai-rison (if he were’ 

able) would probably be at the hospital at the appointed hour, telling her at the same time 
that I could form no opinion as to Harrison's real state, as I had been refused permission to 
enter his room, even to look at him. Having been told fay some gentlemen in the oflice 
that there was no necessity lor my seeing him'to form an opinion of his state, as I had the 
opinion of Surgeon Templeton. 

I hastened back to tlie Iloyal Hibernian Military School, and sent niy servant (Patrick 
Brien) with a letter to Mrs. Harrison, informing her of what I had done, and what slie was 
to do incase her husband still wished to have the assistance of a Roman Cafholic ciero-y- 
man. Surprised at the long delay of my servant at the hospital, I went towards the hospital 
myself, and meeting him oh the way, he told me that Mrs. Harrison desired him to sav that 
she would bring her liusband to the hospital at the appointed hour, if he were alive 'in the 
morning, bat that he (Harrison) was very bad. Suspecting now that Harrison was in a 
dangerous state, I went into the hospital and requested Scijeant Watson to call Mrs. Hur- 
risen. He did so, and she told me that her husband was very bad; that he was sinkiiicr 
fast; and thatslie thought he was dying. She told me also that Surgeon 'lempleton had 
called to see huri m my absence, and that he (Surgeon Templeton) had no hopes of him. 
1 immediately left Mrs. Harrison, and went to the surgeon’s residence in the institution. I 
told him what Mre. Harrison had just luentioned to me, and asked him was it true that he 
(Surgeon Templeton) had seen Harrison, and that he had told Mrs. Harrison that there 
were now no hopes of recovery for hp husband. Surgeon Templeton told me in his own 
drawing-i'oom that he had seen Harrison during my absence, anrl that he was much worse ; 
that he would not now permit him to be removed unless I (Rev. J. L.) undertook the 
responsibility of removing him; and that Harrison was now in tiiat state, that although lie 
might possibly get over the present attack, still he might die at any moment. I refus'ed to 
undertake the responsibility of removing him, after having heard the above opinion given by 
Surgeon Templeton, and pressed upon him most strongly the necc'sity of allowin'’' me to 
visit Harrison in his own quarters, as, according to his (Surgeon Templeton’s) opinion, Har- 
rison could not now be removed wiiiiout endangeruig' his' life ; and his wife says that he 
more than once expressed a wish to see me. Surgeon Templeton refused to allow me to 
see Harrison whilst he remained in the institution, giving as a reason, that he may not 
possibly die whilst in the act of removal, although he had stated immediately befordi.nd 
that Harrison uas in that state that he might die at any moment.” I a^ain refused to 
uiMertake the responsibility ol removing' any uiiui in that precarious state, and even if I were 
willing to do so, I told him that I could not possibly do it in the present, circumstances, ns 
1 had made my arrangements at the hospital for his removal on the following morning. 
And I again and again pressed upon him the propriety of his admitting me to see Hari'bun 
in these most peculiar and distressing circumstances. Again and again Snrueon Templeton 
refused my appeal. I then asked Surgeon Templeton what I was to do in this most extra- 
ordinary case, and I asked him how I could possibly undertake the responsibility of removing 
a man without any knowledge of his actual state (as I would not be allowed to see him), 
and in the absence of any other medical opinion. The only answer I received was that I 
would not be allowed to see Harrison unless 1 got an order from the governors. 1 then 
asked him how it was possible for me to procure at that hour (it was now about six o’clock, 
p. m.) on a Sunday evening) a^ Board meeting. He mentioned the names of five of the 
governors of the institution, viz., General Sir George Brown, ^Colonel Brownrig, Colonel 
Whitmore, whom you will find at their quarters in the Royal Hospital, General Ridley, 
whom you will find at the Royal Barracks, and Colonel Simmins, who resides at the 
Magazine, and added, that I could wait on them, assemble them, and procure an order from 
them, giving as a reason that there was no danger of the man before 10 o’clock that night. 
Surgeon Templeton then retired to another room, and after some time returned again to the 
drawing-room, and read for me a document, of which the following is a true copy : — 

“I have stated to the Rev. John Leonard that I cannot per'mit him access to orderly 
James Harrison (a professed Protestant), at present in a most precarious state, prostrated 
by illness, and possibly on hia death bed, at the request of Mrs. Harrison ; but I have no 
objection to Harrison and liis wile being removed from the hospital, so as to secure, if liis 

wife 
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wife so pleases, the Rev. Mr. Leonard’s services. At the s.sine time I declare tlias in his 
present state Han-lson caimot be removed without lisk ; I am willing, however, to act on 
an order from the governors to the effect that the llev. Mr. Leonard is to be admiited to 
the hospital to administer, if he so think fit, the rites of the Roman Catholic religion to said 
Jauit' Hai'i'ison. 

*• Mr. Neville, the Protestuut chaplain, to whom I could apply for advice-, is at present 
absent. 

“ Sunday, 9 June 1S61. (_signed) '• H. Tmplctim.''' 

“ In haste.” 



On his reading this paper, 1 objected to his laying all the stress on the wife’s application, 
anti stated to him that she was not the person who made the application for niy services, 
as sliu asserted in the presence of Serjeant Watson, that Harrison himself had expressed a 
wish to see me. And I asked him to change that portion of his certificate, viz., “ at the 
request of Mrs. Harrison,” and again, “ so as to secure, if his wife so pleases, the Kev. lilr. 
Leonard's services,” and asked him to insert the fact, “ that Mrs. Harrison asserted, in tite 
presence of Serjeant Watson, that her husband wished to see me.” Surgeon Templctun 
refused to change any of the words above-mentionc-d, and told me that I could exphiin nil 
that to General Sir George Brown, as I had previously intimated my intention of waiting on 
that personage. 

Not being able to induce Surgeon Templeton to change his determination as to the word- 
ing of his certificate, I took his certificate, and, with the following letter of my own, I 
waited on General Sir George Brown, at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainbam, hoping that he, 
of himself, as Vice-Tresiclent of the Hibernian School, would do something for me in this 
most pressing emergency, for I considered it little more than a mockery to be told by 
Surgeon Templeton to collect togeiher five members of the Board of Governors, or even 
three of them, at that late hour of the evening, and particularly as I remembered well tlie 
expressions of Surgeon Templeton, spoken about six r/ciock in the evening, viz., “ tliat there 
was no danger of the man dying before 10 o’clock that night,” which words sounded in 
my ears something like the expression “ that there would be every danger of his dying after 
that hour.” 

The following is a true copy of ray letter to Sir George Brown 



“ To General Sir George Bi oku. 

« Sir, “ Dublin, Sunday, 9 June 18(U. 

« Orderly James Harrison, of the Royal Hibernian Military School, Pheenix Park, Dublin, 
is at present in a most dangerous state of health ; there is every reason to fear that he will 
not pass this night. 

“ To-day, about half-past 12 o’clock, I was told that he expressed a wish to see me. 1 
immediately went to the hospital of the institution. I asked Mrs. Harrison, in the presence 
of Serjeant Watson, ‘ if her husband (James Harrison) had expressed a wish to see me, 
she replied in the affirmative. 1 ihen asked Seijeant W atsou to accompany me to Haruson, 
to be H witness of what Hairison’s own wishes were in the matter. He (Serjeant U atsou) 
declined to do so ; Major Speedy refemd the matter to the doctor, aud iho doctor has also 
declined to allow me the opportunity of seeing the sick man (Harrison), unless I got an 

order from some members of tlie Board of Governors. v , • i-r . 

“ As I consider it a most serious matter to allow any one (no matter how humble m tile) 
to leave this world without the services of that minist.-r of religion whom he expressed a 
wish to have in his last moments, I ask you, respectfully, us the Vice-l resident of the 
institution, to give me a written order to visit Harrison, as he cauuot now be removed iioui 
the Hibernian Military School without danger to his life. 

" I have, ikc. 

(signet!) “ Leonardt 

“ Roman Catholic Chaplain, 

“ Royal Hibernian Militaiy School, Pheenix Park, Dublin.” 

“ P.S.— I await an answer. (signed) “ J- L: 

“ I enclose a copy of Dr. Templeton’s certificate.” 



I arrived at the Royal Hospital at about 40 minutes pait 9 o’clock p.m. ; and after a 
few minutes delay, Sir George Brown came to me aud brought me into his ollice, and 

addressed me thus : v, . t i a. i, i, * t t 

“ I will not give you the order for admission to Havnson ; but I tell you what i will no, i 

mil write to IVfajor Speedy, and tell him to vimt Hartison, and if Hamson expres^s a wish 
to Major Speedy to see you, or an, other Roman Catholic clergyman, I will tell Major 
Speedy to admit von, or any other Roman Catholic clerCTomn he has a wish for. 

As Dr. Templeton told me that I might explain to Sir Oeorge Brown the exptessmns m 
his certiScate to which I objected, I now endeavoured to do so, bat was at one 
by Sir George Brown sayinw to me. “ I » ill listen to no explanation.” He ihen 
to write a letter to Major %edy. During the time he wns wntmg, I 
to exnlain to Sir George Brown that it was not merely on aocouut of Mrs. Harnson s 
wishing me to visit herlusband that I asked for the order, but because Harrison himself 
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had expressed a wish through his wife, and that she had asserted that fact in the nrecon 
of Serjeant Watson. But I could not induce Sir George Brown to chance his mind *>1 
regard to the kind of order which he was then in tlie act of writing for me“ as he seemed t 
be guided more by the version of the case as contained in Surgeon Templeton’s certificate th»° 
by the explanations of the case I endeavoured to give him. Sir George Brown read for 
me the letter of which I was to be the bearer to Major Speedy, and of which the follow! 
is a correct copy : — 

My Dear Sir, , , “ ®oy»l Hospital, 8 June 1S6I, 10 p m 

I enclose yon a note w, rich has just been presented to me by the Rev, .Mr. LeOTard 
the Roman CaO.olrc cboplam of tl.e Royal Hibernian Sehool, together ivitl. the conTof a 
certificate which is staled to have been famished to him bv Dr. Templeton relative to the 
state ol health ol James Harrison, one of the orderlies of the institution now in hosoiM 
and to request that you mil have the goodness immediately to see Harrison sboolrl d,. 
surgeon consider him in a state to receive your visit, and if you find that hi is’desirous of 
seeing the reverend gentleman or any other Roman Catliolic clergyman, you will procure 
huB admission into the hospital without further delay. ^ picture 

“ Yours, &e. 

(signed) “ G. Srown, General.” 

I then lost no time, as it was now 20 minutes past 10 o’clock, and the terrible words of 
Surgeon Templeton mentioned above, vis., “that there was no danger of the man dving 
before 10 o clock tliat mghl were not forgotten by me, and proceeded immediately by' till 
sborlest way to tho Hibernian School, where I arrived in about 10 minutes, /a/once 
sent op General Sir George Brown’s letter to Major Speedy by the Serjeant porter of the 
.list, tut. on, telling the bearer of the letter to say to Major Spee’dy, “tlia\ I wlTwaitinv S 
£ fth 1 "Tj 1, Pottet returned in a few minutes with a reply, “ 3, at 

he (the major) would be down himsell shortly.” And frequently afterwards^ lAen I 
re b”i n kept so long at the gate, the Serjeant porter again and a“ain 

reprated that he told the major that I was there, and that he (the major) said that he would 
be down himsel shortly, and he moreover told me that the major left his house and went 
towards the doctor s, meaning Surgeon Templeton’s. The letter of Sir Georre Brown was 
SsTth “ ■‘kout 30 nimnles past 10 o'clock, p. m., and I received no messave 

To iToM ‘’"1 me through the seijeant porter and given above, until 20 minules 
L d£k S*te oFthe Hiberdau School S 

Ik “‘"''s hour of 11. 1 then commenced to feel somewhat cold and chill 

»ch£n fill ii£hk''!£r’ °t “‘■■''f ‘i ™ myself at the 

totchen hie m his lodge. I remained there until 20 minutes to 12 o’clock, when at last 

Major Speedy and Surgeon Templeton walked down together, and after some preliminary 
conversation, and a kind of apology for hayii® kept me so lone at the gate Major 
the'Mi r"°H“‘^l“ sad intelligence, “ fhat Harrison was dead.” f then ask-ed 

£ thMihtabouTi n°l®i^-' the Doctor, and said to me 

fie tliought about 10 or lo minutes. I then w-ent into the lodge to look at mv watch and 
found It was 20 minutes to 12 o’clock. It will be the duty ol Major Spee” y,Thraefme 
to raplain how the time was spent from the receipt of Genera! Sir'^ George Brown’s lettef 
Litre^ro, Odell 30 mi tes past 10 o’clock) until he came do™ to me at S 

mil / L f 'ko'l ke for him to explain how it happened that a Catholic 

priest or any other person, was kept waiting for an hour and 10 imnutes for an answer 
a ? ?.'■’ “FFI ''kiok answer an eternity of happiness or misery depended, 
nietflro ih‘ d '■ Ik ° "ky it 'TOS that he made no effort to commu- 

lerm?as£i,*l ® Gsotge Brown had then given him (Harrison) 

permis-ion to see me (Rev, J. L.), or any other Catholic clergyman, should he (Har- 
nS'of If" “■ ll ''I''''. '■« (tke major) refused him repeatedly in the early 

I ' ‘ke. ‘me when, even according to Surgeon Templeton, “he 
ihll ro llr °|“swmug a question, though he doubled if be (Harrison) were 

Sneedl £"7h 1 kt>“» « Will bc said, as it has been said, by kajor 

i.otjV ^ ^ understand the message that the serjeant porter gave him when 

anduig his, Sir George s, letter ; that he (the major) thought it was a mesLneer from Sir 
Geoige Brown was waiting for an answer; and in reply! have only to sayfo allThSe 

Sra7frrta?tl™ h“T"‘ f Major Speedy on the same night, that he (the 

seijeanl portei) when handing him the letter, gave him my message, yiz, “that I (Rev 

“'tha hridZ'S"" F" '■“i “ “d “3“ *= “lot toH him in reX 

TilSdav mimhil fill £ ^ ' Ant* repeated the above on tile 

it has beln raid S ,1 ® ““J"'' s own parlour. I know ii will be also said, as 

Itisrake (Sra Noll 1.)* hMMuclly, and that accounts for the 

GcmS BroT,r™‘ ““j” “““ « a messenger from 

SSn his owli reriiS r a‘i“ i‘ ‘Ito 

throiivh tL rarieam messenger (whoever that messenger might be) 

minTes to be lSlerll .7 '‘.'I!” I.' abortly.” Is an hour and l(i 

of an immortal soul denend ’ F* 7*^^’ the eternal happiness or eternal misery 

mn snrrthat a fuft lln m,,?^ arety m«ant of that time. But I suppose, I 

am sure that a fu.l e,yplaiialion ivdl be given to the public, to the friends of the dSeased. 

and 
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and to me, in due time, and that any erroneous notions that others or I may entertain on 
this roatter, or any inaccuracies in uiy statement, will be thus corrected ; and ail I ask is, 
that there will be a full, an impartial, and a public inquiry in;o all the circumstances of this 
most distressing case, and I declare njyseif ready to go before anv tribunal, and to sub- 
stantiate even upon oath, if necessaiy, the statements I have now luude. 

Note 1. — But I here may remark that wlien the same serjeaiit, porter or airy other official, 
happens to see a brother clergyman accompanying the Roman Catholic chaplain witliiii 
the precincts of this libeml institution, where there is so much fiiir play and equality for all 
creeds, as we are told, the same seijeant porter, or such other official, generally end'eavmirs 
to convey the astounding fact to the proper authorities, and somehow or other he manages 
to make himself understood. 

Note 2. — I have learned with no little astonishment that Mrs. Harrison, the wife of the 
above-named James Harrison, although hired as cook in the hospital of the Hibernian 
S'chool by the quarter, the day after she buried her husband, was desired by Seijeant 
Watson, acting under orders from Major Sp<-edy and Surgeon Templeton, as I am given 
to understand, to have all lier furniture removea before Friday ; she thus got something 
less than 48 hours’ notice “ that her services as cook were no longer required,” no otlier 
reason being assigned for her dismissal on such short notice, and immediaiely after the 
death of her husband. 

Of course this matter can be easily explained by the proper authorities if they think 
well to do so, as otherwise people might entertain erroneous ideas of it, particularly when 
it will become known that this poor widow had no house to go to, and had no inimedi.ite 
prospect of getting another simation, her notice to quit being so short; and that her case 
was particularly distressing, being burthened with a sister who was from physical inahiliiy 
unnble to earn her own bread. 

Note 3. — In the course of niy interview in the office with the gentlemen tliere 
assembled, on Sunday the 9th instant, (here was frequent meution made of the word 
“ proselvtism for example, “ proselytism will not be allowed in this institution,” (»r 
other words of similar import. I appealed to Surgeon Templeton in words to this etioct : 
“Did you ” (Surgeon Templeton) “ ever hear or know that I ” (Rev. J. L.) “ either direeiiy 
or indirectly ever attempted to interfere with regard to the religion of any inmate of the 
instirution, not belonging to my own charge.” Surgeon Templeton replied almost, if not 
precisely, in tliese very wuids, " Whilst I must confess that you ” (Mr, Leonard) “ arc 
a most determined supporter of the rights of your own, I have never heard or known of you 
to interfere with the rights of others; at least no fact of that kind has ever come to my 
knowledge.” And Major Speedy immediately after added, “ I must say tliat I fully com ur 
in what Surgeon Templeton has just said regarding Mr. Leonard,” or other words bearing 
the same meaning. 

J^ote 4.— Both the witnesses to Mrs. Harrison’s declaration are Piotestanta, and officials 
of the Royal Hibernian Military School. The same persons were asked to witness Ellen 
Ring's declaration, but could not conveniently do so. 

u^ote 5. — The late James Harrison was rewarded “for long service and good conduct,” with 
a medal and 6 /. 

He served in the Crimean campaign, and received a Victoria medal with four clasps, viz., 
“Alma,” “ Balaklava,” “ Inkerman,” and “Sebastopol;” and in addition was honoureJ wah 
a Turkish medal for his services in the same campaign. 

It is almost incredible that a person so frequently rewarded during life could deserve to 
be unkindly treated at the hour of death. 



Declaeation of Mrs. Mary Sarrison, Widow of the above-mentioned James Harrison. 

I Mary Habrison, do solemnly declare that I never spoke a word to the Rev. Jui.n 
Leonaid Roman Catholic chaplain of the Royal Hibernian Military School, Pheenix Park, 
Dublin, before Wednesday, the 29th day ofMaylSGl, with reference to the religion of 
mv deceased hmsband, James Harrison, late an orderly of the Royal Hibernian Mihtuiy 
School, Pbccnix Park, Dublin. On the said Wednesday, 2‘Jth day of May ISUl; I desired 
my sister, Ellen Ring, to 1st me know when the Rev. John Leonard would visit the 
hospital on that day.° At a few minutes before one o'clock, rav sister (Ellen Ring) came 
to me and told me that the said Rev. John Leonard was come. I immediately came down 
to him and met him on the first landiu| of the hospital staircase. I asked him to come 
up and =ee my husband, the late James Harrison, The Rev. John Leonard then asked nio, 
“ Did he (James Harrison) express a wish to see me?” I answered, “No, sir.” 'Hie 
Rev John Leonard then asked me “ Was he conscious?” or, “Was he able to speak? ’ or 
some question of that kind. 1 said, “ He is not.” The Rev. John Leonard then asked me, 
“ Did he ever express a wish to see me during Ins illness, before he became insensible? 

I answered “ No.” The Rev. John T^otiavd then told me that my husband piolessing to 
be a Protestant up to this time, he (tlie Rev. J. L.) could do nothing for imn 
under the circumstances. I immediately added, “ But he (John Harrison) nearly alwavs 
said his prayers with me at night, and was sometimes at chapel with me. The Rev John 
Leonard replied, that “ In the circumstances he would not consider that sufficieiit. 1 then 
said to him, “ But cau you not come up to see him?” or some expiession of that kind. 
The Rev. John Leonard replied dial as “ he could do nothing for him m the circumstances, 
and on account of the place he was in, he eousideved it better not to go up. I being of 
B opinion, 
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opinion, as a Catholic, that he, as a priest, snight be the means of brintrinc- hhn to iii- 
senses, pressed him to come up, and he again declined coming. I felt his refusal a little* 
and I tlien asked him could he say a mass for him, as when lie was ill before, 1 firmlv 
believed the mass I got said for him did him good. The Rev. John Leonard replied that 
“ he could and w'ould say mass for him on the following morning/' and asked me to assist 
at it, if possible. I answered, “ I could not leave my husband, but that my sister would 
go.” The Rev. John Leonard then left me. On the following morning, Thursday the 
30th of May, at about a quarter to seven o’clock, a.m., I was called from my own apart- 
ment by Serjeant Watson to the Rev. John Leonard, who was then in the dinincr-iiaii of 
the hospital ; he, the Rev. John Leonard, then asked me how was tnv husband.” 1 replied 
that lie was mucli the same way. The Rev. John Leonard then told' me that he was going 
np to say mass in the chapel of the institution, and he be>.'ged of me to join in pi-ayer M 
the bedside of my sick husband. I replied that “ I would do so, and that Lllen (my sister) 
would go up to the chapl.” The Rev, Mr. Leonard then loft me. I cannot, at present 
recollect having ever spoken to the Rev. John Leonard from the morning of Thm-sday, the 
30th of May, until Sunday, the 9th instant; but on the evening of Wednesday, May the 
2flcli instant, I was handed a letter by Serjeant Brown, which he said the priest s (Rev. 
J. L.’s) boy gave him for me. 1 have that letter still in my possession, and the following 
is a correct copy of it: ® 

Copy of Letter. 

Dear Sirs. Harrison, 

“With reference to your desire, expressed to me to-day, that I would visit vour husbanci 
1 have merely to say that, in case Mr. Harrison himself expresses anv wisli that I should 
do so, I am quite prepared to go to him at any hour of the day or night, that his wishes 
may be made known to me. 

“Yours truly, 

29 May 1861 - (signed) “ John Leonard." 

On Sunday morning tiie 9th instant, at about 12 o’clock (noon) I placed my hand on the 
shoulder of my husband and said to him, “ Jemmy, remember your poor soul,” and I asked 
him to make the sign of the cross, and that we would oHer up a prayer to the Lord to direct 
him to oecome a tme soldier of Jesus Christ : and I asked him to say the Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Hail, Maiy. He willingly Joined mein saying them according to the Catholic form, 
as he was in t!ie biib:t of doing; and I remarked, particularly, the feivent manner in which 
he said the concliifling part uf the Hail, Mary. “ Holy Mury, mother of God, pray for us, 
sinners, now and at the hour of nur death.’’ As well as 1 recollect, I then said a»ain, 
Remember your poor soul. You know you are on the brink of eternity, 'riiink of the 
length of etenhty, and the shortness of this life. If we live -here for hundreds of years it is 
nothing. And 1 said, would you not like to be with me when I die ? Remember you are 
going to leave me now, and I would willingly give you up to God if I thought your soul 
was happy. Remember you have no one on tins earth to care about but me, and nothing 
m the next but your poor soul. Remember there is but one true church, out of which no 
one ca^n be saved. I said to him, “There is but une faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all.” Now is the time to remember your poor soul, and not be like the rich glutton who 
asked Abraham to come and tell bis brother, and remember now you can do it yourself. 
Whilst I was speaking to him he frequently answered, “ Yes.” 1 coiftinued speaking to 
my sister (Ellen) was on her knees praying fur him, asking him to remember that 
St. Peter has the keys ot the kingdom of Heaven, and that the priests are the successors of 
the Apostles, and would he not like to see the priest, and that he would be as happv as the 
day he was born when he would be baptised. He then said, “ Yes.” I asked him if I 
wouldsend Ellen, my sister, for Father Leonard. He again answered, “ Yes.” My sister 
then asked me, “ Will I go now ; ” I answered, “ Go and tell Father Leonard to come as 
soon as he can. When she returned, after a few minutes, she told me “that Antony 
told his father on the altar that Father Leonard was wanted in the hospital.” I then said 
to my husband that Father Leonard would be soon here, and what will you say when he 
comes ? Will you shake hands with him, and he answered, " Yes.” I then ailded, Will 
you shake hands and say welcome, and be said, “ Yes.” Then I said to him, Oh ! how 
happy you will be when he (Father Leonard) comes. 

At about a quarter to one o’clock, p. m. on the same day i was told that the Rev. Mr. 
Leonard wanted me. I went to him immediately, and found him at the foot of the hospital 
staircase with Serjeant Watson. The Rev. Mr. Leonard then asked Serjeant Watson and 
myself to go with him to the surgery. We all did so. The Rev. J. Leonard tlien asked 
me, ' Did your husband express a wish to see me?” I answered, “ Yes.” The Rev. John 
Leonard then asked Serjeant Watson to go with him to Harrison, to be a witness of what 
Harrison s own wishes were in the matter. Seijeant Watson refused to do so. I then 
msisted that Father Leonard should come up to my room. Seijeant Watson said lie (Father 
Leonard) could not. We all^ then left, the surgery, and whilst coming back through tlie 
passage to the foot of the staircase, I said to Serjeaut Watson, “ Why not Father Leonard 
come to my room as well as any one else?” His answer was, “ Who will be responsible 
lor me it I (Sei;)eant Watson) do so?” I answered, “I will.” He then asked Father 
Heonard to wait five minutes, whilst he went to Major Speedy. Durino- his absence I 
returned to the bedside of my husband. 1 said to him, “Father Leonard is*coming up, and 
\von t you be gdad to see him ?” And he (my husband) answered, “ Yes.” 1 then said to 
him if Major Speedy and Mr. Moore come up when Father Leonard is here, will you not 

siiuw 
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show yourself a^true soldier of Jesus Christ ” I then asked liim, Will you have Ivlr. Moore ? 
He said, “ No.” I then said, Will you have Mr. Leonard?” He aiisu’ered, “Yes, and 
nobody else.” After some time Dr. Templeton called me and took me, along with Serjeant 
Watson, into No. 5 Ward. Dr. Templeton said to me, “ You are at your own option, and 
you may take your husband wherever you like ; but as for religious duties, I will allow no 
one to tamper with him. I am accountable for the hospital.” I then asked the doctor, 
“ Do you consider him in a state to be removed ?” He said, “ Certainly. We will set plenty 
of men to move him on .i stretcher, as comfortably as we can. T have told Mr7 Le(»nard 
there was no danger in moving him.” (Here I should remark that Dr. Tempieton had not 
seen my husband from the day before.) I then sent my sister for Father Leonard, and he 
came to me in a few minutes, and I asked him uj) to tlie first landing, sayinsc. “You can 
come this far at any rate.” Father Leonard came with me into No. 5 Vvard,'ar.d I aiksd 
him, what am I to do now ? He replied, “ You can do nothing for him now, but remove 
him to hospital, and mentioned Jervis-street and St. Vincent’s hospitals. I told him then, 
“ I would be liappy if he was in St. Vincent’s.” Rev. M r. Leonard then promised to go at 
once to St. Vincent’s, and get a place for him. The Rev. Mr. Leonard sent me the following 
note on Sunday evening : — 



(Copy of Note B.) 

“ Dear Mrs. Harrison, 

“ If Mr. Harrison still desires to become a Catholic, yon will please bring him to St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, Stephen’s Green, on to-moirovv (Monday) morning, at 10 or lOj o’clock, 
at the latest, where he will he examined by the doctors, and udinitted, should they think 
him a case for hospital treatircnt. I have engaged a cab to go out to the Uiberaian School, 
at 9 o’clock in the morning ; you can present this note and the note I gave you to-day at 
the hospiial. 

“ Believe, &c. 

“ Mrs. Harri-ou, Royai Hiliernian Military School, (signed) “ Mn Leonard. 

“ Phcjnix Fark, Dublin. 

“P, S. — Please preseiTe this note abo. — Simduy Evening. ” 



(Copy of Note C.l 

“ Royal Hibernian Military Hospital, Piimiiix I’ark, Dublin, 

“ Dear Rev. Mother, “Sunday, f) June 1S(?1. 

“ The bearer, Mr. Hanison, wishes to beconm a Catholic, and sent for me to see him. I 
have been refused pcrmi-slcn by the authorities to do so, whilst lie remains in the hospital 
of the institution. Please admit him to your ho.spital, as he has no place to go to to- 
night. 

“ Believe me, Scc. 

(signed) “ John Leonard, 

“The Superioress of St Vincent’s Hospital, Catholic Ciiuplaiu. 

Stephen’s Grten, Dublin.” 

« p. 5. Please preserve this note, as I have no copy. There- may be an investigatio*’. 



A few minutes after receiving this note (via. letter B.) the Rev. Mr. Leonard sent for me, 
through Serjeant Watson, and^'I said to him I thought he (my husband) was dying. The 
Rev. Ilr. Leonard tlien left me, and I did not see him any more until after my husband’s 

, , ,, 

Dr. Templeton and Major Speedy were m my room a short lime before my husband s 
death, but never intimated to me or "to my husband that there was any letler from General 
Sir Georve Brown, regarding him or the tlev. Mr. Leonard’s sei-vices. Blrs. Warren, the 
hospital 'nurse, said to Major Speedy, in my hearing, “He is dying.” Major Speedy 
answered, “ No, his eyes are not fixed.’ 

Dr. Templeton said to Major Speedy, “ Now judge for yourself.’" At the time 1 did not 
know the meaning of these words. 

My husband died at about 20 or 25 minutes past 11 o’clock p. m. 

Mrs. Warren, Mrs. French, Mrs. Gaugheen, Mary Mullaliy, my sister Ellen, and myselt 
were present at t’ne time. 

I acknowledge, in the presence of tlie undermentioned witnesses, that all the statements 
contained in my declaration are substantially true, and that I am prepared to declaie the 
truth of the same, at any future time, before a magistrate, or on oath, if necessary, before 
any other tribunal. . , ,, „ . 

' (signed) alar^ Harnson. 



Royal Hiberian Military School, Pheenix Park, 

Dublin, 17 June 1861. 

Note. It would be well to remark here, diat Ibis letter (Note C.) was written in the 

Hibernian School, at about a quarter after two o’clock, and before the preceding letter, viz., 
(Note B.) 



5d3* 



DKCL.^EATlOlf 
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Declaration of Elkn Ring . 



I. Ellen Ring, soleinnly declare, that the late James Harrison, of the Royal Hibernian 
Military School, Phceaix Park, Dublin, in my presence expressed a wish on two different 
occasions to see the Rev. John Leonard, Roman Catholic chaplain of the ^yal Hibernian 
Military School, at about 12 o’clock on Sunday, the 9 th day of June 1861. My sister 
Mrs, Harrison (widow), wife of the above-named James Han-ieon, requested roe to oq to the 
chapel of the Royal Hibernian Military School, and to tell Father Leonard, tha't James 
Harrison wanted him. I went to the door of the lecture-room attached to the chapel 
and told Mrs. Gaugheen to tell Father Leonard that he (Harrison) asked for him. ^ ’ 
I acknowledge, in the presence of the undermentioned witnesses, that all the statemenis 
contained in my declaration, ai'c substantially true, and that I am prepared to declare the 
truth of the same at any future time before a magistrate, or on oath, if necessary, before aiiv 
other tribunal, ^ ^ 



(signed) Ellen Ring. 



Witnesses 

Royal Hibernian Military School, Pheenix Park, 
Dublin, 17 June 1861. 



f William Smith Batho. 
\,Anthony Gaugheen. 



'Die Under Secretary to General Sir George Brown. 

Dublin Castle, 25 June 1861. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, by direction of the Lord Lieutenant, a letter and its 
enclosure, which have been received from the Rev. John Leonard, Roman 
Catholic chaplain, Royal Hibernian Militaiy School, relating to tlie death of 
James HaiTison, and in transmitting these documents, I am desired to state that 
his Excellency will be glad to receive the explanation which the case appears to 
call for. 

1 have, &c. 

Genei-al Sir George Brown, g.c.b., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Royal Hospital. 



General Sir George Brown to the Under Secretary. 

Commander of the Forces Office, Royal Hospital, 
Sii'» Dublin, 1 July 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ‘’your letter of the 25th 
ultinio, and its enclosures, herewnth returned, and in reply beg to state, that 
having refeiTcd the same to the commandant of the Royal Hibernian Military 
School, I have received a report from Colonel Mylius, which I transmit for the 
infoimiation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, together with the accom- 
panying statements of the several parties connected with the proceedings, of 
which the Rev. Mr. Leonard complains, and as his Excellency may possibly 
desii-e to have my opinion on the case, I beg to state that, in my judgment, the 
surgeon would not have been justified in permitting a Roman Caiholic priest to 
visit any patient who, up to that time, had been a professed Protestant, and wlio 
had been visited on the day previous by a clergyman of the Established Church, 
at the mere requisition of that patient’s vife ; but that it was his obvious duty 
to have ascertained the man’s own wishes, if he were in a state to give expression 
to them, immediately on the proposal being made to him; and it is a subject of 
regret to me that that only proper course of proceeding seems not to have occurred 
either to Dr. Templeton or Major Speedy. 

Had the man himself expressed such a wish, the priest should unquestionably 
have been admitted, but if he were unconscious, as in probability be would have 
been found to be, there would have been an end of the discussion, and Mr. 
Leonard could not reasonably have expected to obtain access to Min under such 
circumstances. 

The surgeons proposal to remove the sick man in his then state, or indeed 
under any circumstances, seems to me totally inadmissible. Dr. Templeton 

seems 
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seems to have adopted a mistaken view of his duty, and be lias accordin<>lv 
been reminded that any patient under his treatment.' lias a perfect right to se'e 
the clergyman of his choice in tlie hospital under the doctor’s charge at anv 
moment that he (the patient) may himself express a wish to that effect, what- 
ever may be the religious persuasion of such clergyman. 

With regard to the alleged inconsidei-ate treatment of Mrs. Harrison in 
removing her from the place immediately after the death of her husband, it does 
not appear to me that there are any grounds whatever for the allegation, but on 
the contrary, she seems to have been treated with the utmost consideration and 
kindness ; for although according to the terms of their agreement she was liable 
to be dismissed at any moment that either she or her husband might become 
inefficient, she appears not only to have been paid wages to the end of the 
quarter, but to have been allowed to remain in her room nine days after his death, 
and to have received in addition a gratuity" from the commandaut, notwith- 
standing her insolent and abusive demeanor. 

Finally, 1 beg to express an opinion that, with the concurrence of Iiis Excel- 
lency, it would be well to apprize the Rev. Mr. Leonard that on any future 
occasion on which be may see reason to complain of the conduct or proceedings 
of any of the officers of the institution either towards himself or his co-religlonists. 
he should wait for redress from the responsible authorities of the school before he 
ventures to appeal to public opinion or to Parliament; failing which, he must 
expect his conduct to be brought before the Board of Governors with a view io 
his removal from the office which he holds. 

I have, Ac. 

(signed) G. Brown, 

Tlie Under Secretary, Dublin Castle. General. 



Commandanfj Royal Hibernian Military School, to the Military Secretary. . 

Royal Hibernian Military' School, Dublin, 
Sir, 2S Ji.ne 18(51. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the. receipt yesterday, of your letter of that day’s 
date, with enclosures (4) as per margin,* and in compliance with Uie directions therein 
contained, I beg leave to transmit the accompanying detailed statements connected with 
the case of the late James Harrison, hospital orderly, who died at this institution on the 
9th instant, and with the view of condensii^ these statements in as narrow a compass as in 
mv power, I would beg leave to offer the followiivi explanation on the case. 

‘James Harrison was bom and bred an Englishman; a Protestant of the Episcopal 
Church, in which Church he was brought up, and to which he was attached up to die 
moment be became unconscious. He was a pensioner; served in the 63d Hegimcnt dunng 
21 years, and was discharged with an excellent character and on a pension of a sliillmg a 
day' with four good conduct badges, and in possession of three medals. He died of 
spinal disease, and was aged at deaffi 42 years. {Vide die surgeon’s Mem .randum). ^ 

On the day of his death he was visited by a friend at 9A a.m. {vide Mrs. Freueh s state- 
ment patre 17), who affirms that Harrison was at that time perfectly insensible and in an 
unconscious state. Hamson was again visited at a quarter to by Major ^peedy 

{vide statement, page 14) ; at a quarter to 1 p.m., Harrison was visited by Monitor trench. 
(vide statement, page 20). and by Surgeon Templeton at about 2 p.ra. (ride statement, 
paa-e 18) and on all these occasions Harnson was found to be in a slate of unconsciousness 
and msensibiUty. It however appears that at about 13 o^ockoooo, Harnsoa s wife, a Roman 
Catholic, reported that her husband wished to be visited by the Roman Catholic pi lest, but 
as Harrison was an avowed Protestant whilst in possession of his facilities, and haniig been 
seen bv the Rev. S. Moore on Ibe previous day when he CHarnBOn) lully assented to what 
tliat cleigyraan set before him (pide statement, pave 17). it was tliercfore considered ™ 
ii revular measure to allow the priest to visit him when iiniible to form any opinion, and the 

by .l.e widow and bn, led at fflasne™ 
Cemetery by the Rev. John Leonard, according to the rites of the Homan Caiholic 

*^*Oiftiie death bein» reported to me at Mallow, where I was on leave of absence, I wrote 
to dre Adiiitant, Major Speedv, directing him to inform Mrs. Hamson that her services at 
Ihe SsStion ceasei on L ^0^1 of her husband, the situatmn ^enig oiie for a n.™ and 
bis wife, and quarters only for such, which was tally explained to liei 



• Letter to Sir Tlionw. Larcom, dated 36di instmt. Printed pamphlet of lire Rev. J. Leonard to 
his Eseclleucy. M'rittett copy of pamphlet. Letter of the Rev. J. Leonaid. 
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Tem|.lelon on their engagement, and to allonr her a reasonable time to renioeo but that t 
expected her to leave by the 20tb instant. Her wages were paid up to the'end ot d * 
ouarter,aud I also directed Jier to be paid l from mvselfin proof of my symuailiv in h, r 
distress; a colfin was also furnished to her, gratis, at tlie cost of l/. l- 2 s cd ' 

On referring to Major Speedy regarding the assertion made by theRev. J. Leona-d i 
find that Mrs. Hamson was directed by Inm to move her goods from the Ijospital o.n FridU- 
the 14th, which was afterwards extended to the 18th ; but she did not leave the irshft.'C' i 
until after mv nrnv(»l ' • 



1 was stayinii 



r my arrival. 

On my return from leave on the 20ih instant, I found that BIrs. lian-iscii « 
m the quarters of the gardener, to w'hom I repeated niy order refardiiio- Mrs Harrison^ 
leaving the institution, which I felt much grieved to enforce, as site and°lier husband h- d 
been ray servants lor some time, and as I had entertained a high opinion of them both • 

I however considered this unpleasant measure o ...... > 

quiet of the place. 



.1 my part necessaiy for the well-being and 

In conclusion, I beg to observe that the Rev, J. Leonard’s detention in the cold or* 
hiinday night must. 1 think, be entirely attributed to himself (wide statement, paee S) 

The above will, I trust, be considered a plain statement of the facts of the ca.se which 
arc more fully detailed in the accompanying statements, and which, I trust, will be deemed 
satisfuctory. I beg to return, as directed, the enclosures trausniitted in your letter undf- 
aclaiowledgment. 

, &c. 



I have, 

(signed) ' George F. Mijlitis, Colonel, 

,,, „ Commaiidant, Royal Military Hibernian .School 

Colonel Whitmore, Military Secretary, 

Royal Hospital. 



Major S'peedy's Statement. 

tbe Oth June 1801, after Divine Service, the hospital serjeant reported to 
me that Sirs. Han-isqn had sent for the priest, who was then in the hospital deiiiaudin<r' 
admittance into the sick man’s room. I desired the hospital serjeant to request the <--entle^ 
man to walk over to see me at the office ; I in the meantime called on Dr. Temple^ii, to 
find out v/bethev the sick man was in a sufficiently conscious state to receive such a visit. 
i)r. iempleton said he was not in a fit state for controversy. As 1 came down stairs, out 
of me surgeou s quarters, I found Mr. Leonard, the officiating Roman Catholic clergyman 
waiting at the door ; Mr. Leonard was very anxious to be permitted to see Mr. Hamson! 
and I thought it advisable to go for the officiating Protestant clergyman, Mr. Moore, who 
was acting for the chaplain, Mr. Neville. I introduced the two gentlemen to each other 
to decide whether they would not both go iip together. 

Mr. Moore mformra Mr. ^onard that he had seen Harrison on Wednesday, and acain 
on Saturday (the day before), when the man was in a conscious state of mind, and tha- 
both times the man was firm in the ProtesUnit faith. Mr. Moors also told Mr. Leonard 
that he considered it lui unfair advantage to take of tiie poor rick man’s now weak state, 
and declined to visit the man in company with Mr. Leonard without he were in a perfectly 
conscious Slate. I sent for Dr. Temjileton to exjilnin tc> Mr. Leonard t!ie stale of the 
patient; the Doctor plainly told him that the sick mau was not senseless, but quite 
unequal to such a visit, and moreover, as ho was given to understand that Harrison was a 
professed Pi'otestant, he would not allow any interference in the man’s present weak state ; 
but that if Mrs. Harrison wished her husband to be seen by Mr. Leonard, it could not be 
allowed lu ms hospital. Dr. Templeton was tlien requested by me to see Mrs. Harrison 
and find out whefher it was her wish to have the man removed; he returned and 
reported that such was her desire. Mr. Leonard then said that he would make arrange- 
ments at once for his removal to an hospital in town. 

I saw Harrison in the morning at a quarter to 11 o’clock, when he was in a perfectly 
unconscious state, and to my imnd past being able to give expression to his thoughts; f 
saw the man again about five o’clock, when he was still unconscious, and looked so ill, I had 
Templeton then informed me that there were hardly any signs 
of life remaining. j j a 

At about a quarter to 11 o’clock at night, the seijeant porter brought me a letter from 
oir bieorge Brown ; I at once took it over to Dr. Templeton, who without delay accom- 
panied me to the hospiial. Sir George Brown enclosed a letter from Mr. Leonard, and a 
copy of a certificate from Dr. Templeton, which had been given to Mr. Leonard by him. I 
was directed by Sir Geoi^e Brown immediately to see Harrison, should the surgeon con- 
sider nun in a state to receive my visit, and if I found he was desirous of seeing the reverend 
gent email, or any other Roman Catholic clergyman, I was to procure him admission into 
the hospital without further delay. I accordingly saw the man at once, and found him 
perfectly unconscious, and evidently past all hope of recovering his senses. I then went 
down to the sui^erj^ lor the purpose of answering Sir George Brown’s letter, and getting a 
medical certificate from Dr. Templeton, and whilst in the suig'erv at about a quarter past 
11 oclock, the hcwpital serjeant came and reported that the man was dead. I was then 
for the first time informed that Mr, Leonard was waiting an answer in the porter’s lodge; 

1 without delay v.eut to the lodge, and informed Mr. Leonard that in the hurry I was under 
the impression that the letter had been brought by a messenger from Sir dccrge Brown, 

und 
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and v/as sony that he did not at once coir.e on arrival to my quarters ; this was about half- 
past 11 o’clock. 

Mr. Leonard i-equesied to have the papere returned to liim, and also Sir Geor<^'-e Brown’s 
letter ; I informed him that the enclosares must be returned bv me to Sir Georti-e Brown 
am! that I could not give Sir George Brown’s kiter, but that he Yvould be furnished with a 
copy. 

I have to add, that I visited Harrison’s mom generally every day, and sometimes tuioe 
but neither he nor his wife ever cxpiessed the slightest desire to see the priest. 

On Tuesday morning Mr. Leonard came to my quarters and spoke in a very excited 
manner, ami said that I would have to answer for my conduct, that he was at the porter’s 
3odqe at UG minutes to 11 o’clock, and kept waiting in the lodge till 20 minutes to 12 
o’clock, 

Timt he thought it miaccoimtable that be had not seen me until after the man’s death, 
and wished to know how long 1 remained in the sick room before the man’s death, what 
I was doing from the time 1 received the letter to keep liini wailing so long, wliat con- 
versation deem-red between Mr. Moore and inyRelfj sificr I lia<l coiiseuted to allow Ijoib 
clergymen to visit tbe sick man, lo make me alter ray decision of Simclay to allow both 
clergymen to visit the man. That I ought to have read tlic letter from Sir George Brown 
more carefully, and I would have undi rstood that he, Mr. Loonanl, was waitin'-- an answer. 
I replied to Mr. Leonard that had he coiTie at once to my quarrei-s as lefjnwtcd by Serjeant 
Brown, the gale porter, I would have known that he was the hearer of the Ictlor, upon 
which Mr. Leonard remarked, that he was not aware that Serjeant Ijro«n made any such 
request, and called attentiou to the fact of Seijeant Brown’s informing me, after the man’s 
death when I went to the gate, tliat he Serjeant Brown plainly said he Imd told me, on 
delivering me the letter, that Mr. Leonard was waiting. I then ruitcrated my statement of 
Sunday night, that I never heard Seijeant Brown say that Mr. Leonard was waiting, and 
again remarked, that had he come at once to my quarters, I would of course have known 
that he wa.s tho bearer of the letter. Mr. Leonard then said, that “ lie thought I might 
perhaps be going to bed.” I replied, that if “ even I were in bed, I should, tinder such 
circumsiances, have Been oliligeii to get up ami see the directions contained in Sir George 
Brown’s letter complied with.” Mr. Leonard requestetl to put a question to Serjeant 
Brown, and I accordingly sent for him, and upon Serjeant UrDwn's coming t'l my room, he 
(Mr. Leonard) requested Seijeant Brown to stale again wheth r he (Seijeant Biown) liad 
not toUl me at the lodge after I went there, that he had told me on biinging over the leUer 
on Sunday night, that Mr. Leonard was in waiting. I again remarked, that Serjeant Brown 
had done so then, but, as I told him before, I did not hear him say anything of the kind 
upon his delivering tlie letter. Mr. Leonard became very excited towards Serjeant Brown, 
who informed Mr. Leonard tliat it »vas quite possible that Major Speedy might not liave 
begird him say tiiat he Mr, Leoniird was waiting. 

Seijeant Brown also said, that hatl he Mr. Leonaixl come to my quarter.? at once as 
requested by him, it vvouhl have ,«aved all dispute, upon which Mr. Leonard for the first 
lime re-Qiarked that be hud a motive for not doing so (expressing himself in a haughty 
manner.) 

With reference to the conver.sation with Mr. Moure to aifer my opinion, I told him that 
I could not at the moment remember what I stud, but that no doubt Mr. Moore would be 
able to do so in bis statement, upon which Mr. Leonard remarked, “of course he would 
smooth it over,” or sometliing to tliat effect. 

As to the letter from Sir George Brown, I replied that it was to me, and I presumed 
demanded an answer direct to him, and not to Mr. Leonard. 

Ill cmu-lusion, I have only to remark, that the (lev. Mr. I.eonard remained at tho lodge 
gate entirely of his own account, and had the reverend gentleman come to my quarters, as 
requested hy the gate ]xnter, I should, of course, have known that ho was tlie bearer of the 
letter. Mr. Leonard, however, declai-ed in my presence, that In* had a motive for not 
coming. No time whatever was lost on my part in carrying out the directions I received 
from Sir George Brown, and the fact of my not having heard Serjeant Brown say, wlien 
deliveriin' tlie note, “ that Mr. Leonard was wailing,” is accounted for by my door being 
closed, as will appear by Serjeant Brown’s own statement, Serjeant Brown not wisliina to 
enter, being partly undressed, 

(signed) T. B. .Speedy, Major, 
Secretary Boyal Hiberuian Military School. 



Seijeant Brown, Gate Porter, slates — 

On Sunday night, fhe 9th June i801, at a quarter to H o’clock, I was undressed and 
going to bed, when the gate bell rung. I immediately slipped on my trousers and boots, 
and went to the gate. I asked who was there, and was answered, “ Fatlier Leonard.” I 
without delay opened the gate. Mr. Leonai-d said, “ Here’s a letter from Sir George 
Brown for Major Speedy; I wait fi>r au answer,” I said to Mr, Leonard, “You had best 
come with me yourself to Major Speedy’s quarters.” Mr. Leonard replied, “ Mo, I would 
ratlier not,” i asked him if he v/mild not come inside the gate itself ; ho replied, “ No 
that “ he would stop outside.” I then took the letter to Majiir Speedy’s quarters, and rang 
the door bell. Major Speedy immciliatcly came to the inner or porch door, and I had 
543. ‘ i3 4 handed 
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LandeJ lie letter in the mewitime lo the seivanl, and I mvself, being endresteel 
back, and said/' From Sir George Brown, by Father Leona'rd, who waits oSe ' ■ 1 T'*'’ 
•Speedy, ,l appeam d.d not mde, -stand that ! said Faiher Leonard was wa°d o. t ,1,! 
of the porch was closed at the time, and I did not go inside beiiirr oarlle i, he door 

as before stated, in the act of going to bed when the Re-r. Mr’ LeoSafd came I'r^’ 
the gate, and asked Mr. Leonard to wait for tbe present a^S ihZlo M- -“ 

would be with him in a short time. I a.sked Mr. IStard to " „,„e . f P,f 

fused. Afier a httle time be consented to come into my outer room, ,nnd th’ere remlin-d fm 
some tune. I sent over to the ho.«pitul to say that Mr LeonarJ 

and Dr. Templeton came to the gate at once^ and spoke to .Mr. Leonard T?r, kiX’^fiafnV 
Speedy teJlii'g faun that it was the first he heard of his beino- there and that Ham-nn ^ 
dead. Mr. Leonard at Uiis became m,.ch e.vcUed, and suid/“ W Lv I to d 
to sa, I wall waiting.” Major Speedy then asked me if I had, Jfcn rfe|ive™"“e t 
mentioned Mr. Leonards name ; my reply w;is “Yes st J f.iltr v/m. T 7 ♦! T 
waiting.” Major Speedy then Assured hh-. lilaril dlat he did L, 

I then stepped back, whilst Major Speedy and Dr Temoletfin HaIH an f 
versa, ion with Mr. Leonard, ili Leo'liard’^ wL abont ^ .1?'. tet^LT 

reliirned and said, that he would like to soy a word of o° nsMiition to ihe wklow M ' 
Speerly said he might do so. Mr. Leonard then went into the ho.,pi,al, and upon hi, r“Z'' 
when going outol the gate, he appe,arcd to ho much ex-c, ted, saving, '' This was , sad o S " 
and comnienced to stamp with bis feet, and raising liis hands over his head, repeated sever’d 
times, It IS not all over ypi ; there will be more about it ” ' 

On Tuesday morning, ike lull June, I was called to Major Speedy's quarters v here I 
found Mr Leoimid m » very excited state, he cautioned me to be Lreibl about what 1 
to be collected and ,eil llie triitli. I found it almost impossible to get in Twoid 1’ 
excited was Mr Leonard), he asked me had 1 not told Major Spee% at the on 
Sunday night that upon deliverinw the letters I Ind mentioned to mLi SpLdfth 
Mr. Leonard vras waiting, I repl.ea, "I did.” Major Speedy said, ■' I told von Uom 
Mr. Leonard that Se, leant Brown did say so," and Majo, Speedy then JsZj jlr 
Leoiiaid upon his word of honour ns a gentleman, that although Serjeant Brown did 

Mvthinw „f*'tl,f k-’ d T*‘, “'‘“'“‘y itJ ttot '■understand him to say 
anything of Hie kind when delivering the letter.” Major Speedy also remarked tha^l 
had Mr. Leonmd only accompanied Serjeant Brown to Major^ Speedy’s quarters upon 
arrival on Smidp night, he Major Speedy would then of course Lve knlwn that m“ 
Leonard was the bearer. Mr. Leonard replied to this that ho feared perhaps that 
Major Speedy was in bed upon winch Major Speedy replied that if he even were Tn 
bed he should have been obbged to be caUed. I told Mr Leonard that “I waf imda 
the impression that Major Speedy did not understand what I said, or I am nZiti‘1 
Major Speedy would not have kept you a moment waiting, but at the same ii£e had 

ad'wl“?dr.H,i“dis^v ‘"‘““j” ^ 

Mr. Leonard replied, "Yes it would, but I had a motive in doing so,” repeating the 
words twice over, and expressed himself in a most haughty and excited manner. ® 
Major bpeedys mamicr Uirougbout was most mild. 



(signed) 



Thomas Btowh, 

Serjeant, Gate Porter. 



Serjeant Watson states — 

Mr LEONAED the Roman Catholic priest came to the hospital on Sunday, the OUi J.ine» 
^terDivme service Sind inquired for Mrs. Harrison,! called her down to him. Mrs 
Jiarrison stated to the priest that her husband -wished to see him, and wanted liiiu to un 
at once to the room, but this I would not peimit as I knew the man to be a Protestant and 
not m his senses at the time. I went at once and reported h. Mi.jor Speedy wi.o desired 
me to send the pnest over to the office j I accordingly did so. By order of the doctor I 
gave Harr^on a sleeping draught the night before, and another at 3 o’cJock in the momin.r 
be sleeping ail day in a perlecily unconscious state, and ~I 
the day^ ^ ® *be priest during 

A.”® a quarter past ii oclock, I instanUy .-eporUd 

the fact to tlie doctor and Major Speedy, who were in the surgery. 



(signed) 



William Walsoti, 

Hospital Serjeant. 



Mrs. IFarrc«, the Hospital Nurse, states — 

. ^ orderly, Harrison, frequently yesterday (Sunday 9th June) np to the time of 

iis deatli he was m a perfectly unconscious state the whole day, and I do not believe 
to see the priest; the patient was incapable of expressing 

He 
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lie (lied at a qeerter past eleven o'clock. The priest came up to the room afterwards, 
and knelt down and prayed and said he hoped llie man's sou! was happy, as he had 
good news to tell them. I thca withdrew, and I, card Ellen Ring (Mrs. Harrison's sister) 
calling us “Brutes, beasts, 'Tarks, and devil.,, for the priest was kept away when the man 
wanted to, see him. Mr Leonard told them to keep quiet and pray for her enemies 
Mrs. Harrison, as well as her sister, said we were her enemies. Mrs. Hanison spoke to me 
some days ago, and said she would like the priest to see her husband. 1 told her fiiat if such 
were her linsband's desire, she onglit to acquaint the Rev. Mr. Neville, the Protestant chan- 
lain, ana Major Speedy. ^ 

(signed) Catherine Warren. 



Mrs. French states — 

I HAVE been in the habit of visiting the late hospital orderly, Harrison, ever since his 
last illness, and, ^ a friend, used to see him frequently every dav, and sat up with him two 
nights lately. Mp. Harrison was always thankful to see me come, os was also the poor 
man. On Friday last, 7th June, when he was conscious, his wife asked him if he knew me • 
he replied that he did, and that I paid more attention to him than she did. About Friday 
she asked him, did he wish anybody to pray with him ^ he replied distinctly, twice over 
“ God Almighty," and said the Belief, word for word, quite correctly. On Saturday he was 
at times slightly conscious. I visited him on Sunday morning from nine to ten o’clock 
iigain from three to four p.m., and again from six to eight p.m. He was in a perfectly uncon- 
scious state during the whole day. ^ 

(signed) Mary Ann French. 



Reverend S. M. Moore's Statement. 

On Sunday, 9th June 1861, I was officiating for Rev. W. A. Neville, chaplain, at the 
Royal Hibernian Military School, Pbcenix Park, and after Divine Service, was about to 
proceed to the hospital to visit James Harrison, when I found it was raining heavily, and I 
■went to the chaplain’s quarters for my umbrella, which I had left there; I got it, and was 
then going to the hospital, when Major Speedy intercepted me, and told me he wanted to 
speak to me. I accompanied him to his quarters, where we were joined by Colonel Symoads. 
Major Speedy then told us that Harrison’s wife had sent for the Rev. Mr. Leonard, the 
officiating Roman Catholic clergyman; that he came to the hospital before the conclusion 
of the Protestant service, and that Serjeant Watson, in charge of the hospital, had refused 
to allow him to see the sick man without his (Major Speedy^) order. Major Speedy then 
left us to see the Rev. Mr. Leonard in the office, and returned in a few miuutes, saying that 
Jlev. Mr. Leonard proposed going up to see Harrison with me, and putting to him the 
questions in my presence, whether he would have his (Mr. Leonard’s) services or mine. 
To this I objected as altogether unreasonable ; not that I had any doubt as to Harrison’s 
firm attachtnent to Protestantism, but I knew that he was in such a weak state that he 
was incapable of deciding any controversial question. I however accompanied Major 
Speedy to the office, was intro'duced to the Rev. Mr. Leonard, and stated to him what I 
had already expressed to Major Speedy, that I considered his proposal in the highest 
degree unreasonable, and protested against bis being admitted to see Hamson in his then 
weak state. Major Speedy then left us for a few moments, and returned with Colonel 
Symonds, one of the governors. I then stated before Colonel Symonds, that I had seen 
poor Harrison on Wednesday evening, and again on Saturday evening; that he was, and 
always had been, a Protestant; that he e.x.pressed no doubt or difficulty to me; that on the 
contrary, he fully assented to the scriptural trutlis I set before hjm ; and I again renewed 
iny protest against Rev. Mr. Leonard being allowed to see him while he continued in such 
a weak state. Rev. Mr. Leonard stated mat he had not -visiied Harrison at ail : that he 
had never spoken to him on the subject of religion, but tljat having been sent for by hia 
wife, and assured that Harrison wished to see him, it was his duty to come, and at all risks 
to seek admission to the sick man. At this juncture the doctor was sent for, and having 
come in, decided the matter by declaring ihat he would not allow poor Harrison in his then 
weak state to be disturbed, as he was altogether incapable of deciding a controversial 
question. He said he would act precisely in the same way to a Roman Catholic patient 
whose Protestant friends solicited the chaplain’s attendance. Harrison’s wife was then sent 
for to decide whether she would remove her husband from the hospital, but as she sent 
word she could not come, Dr. Templeton went to put the question to her, and came back,^ 
saying she had determined to do so. Rev. Mr. Leonard then left, saying that he would 
take steps to have the man removed. 

(signed) Samuel ilf. Moore, a. e.. 

Curate of St. James’s, Dublin. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) 2\ JB. Speedy, Major, 

Secretary. 
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Dr, Tcmpkton states — 

At the mornin;; visit (9 a.ni., tith Jime, SuiiJay) I was proceeding up-stairs to Har- 
ii-on s room m the hospital, to vi.-,it him, when his wife leant over the balustrade to «av 
J hut he was sioeping, ami she bejged he miglit not be disturbed by mv comino- up He 
Jiad be-iii, i was informed, very restless and uneasy in the early part of 'the nio'ht and had 
lequired two of tlie usual morphine dravifflits beloie he became quieted. I was not well 
aiKl I immediately retired, defti-riim my visit. ’ 

A very short time atter cluircli, JlajoV Speedy came to me ami inquired, was Han-isor in 
a ht >ua_te to receive a visit demanded by the Rev. John Leonard; 1 replied, “Utterly 
luiht, if It be for religious controversy ; he is not in a state to judge of what is ri'^ht or 
what IS wrong.” The soijeaut-major in a few minutes summoned me to the office - on 
the way ic struck me that this was a most dangerous innovaiimi, and my mind became 
nilea viUh alarm and apprehension lest the hospital under my charge should become the 
arena of religious dissensions over patients in their last agonies, attenuated mentally and 
bodily by disease; it came likewise to my recollection 'that I had no military control over 
lie Harrisons, who wei-e merely employed persons; I therefore determined to take such 
decisive steps as would etieclually bar any proceedings of the kind for the future. It will 
be lemarked that this resolution had a paramount influence on the course I pursneJ 
f irough the subsequent painful scenes. On arriving at the office 1 found assembled one of 
tiie Govemuis. the Rev. Mr. Leonard, the Rev. Mr. Moore, and Major Speedy. 

Major ispeedy then officially informed mo that Mr. Leonard desired me to see Harrison 
and that as i was in medical attendance on him, he had sent for me, that a reply micrht he 
given to Mr. Leonard’s appiication. I said inquiringly, “ But the man is a Protestant?'’ 
Major bpeedy replied, “ Ves_; his wife, however, has sent for Mr. Leoiiaid, statino- that 
llamson has desired to see him.” 1 replied that I could not permit any interference with 
t)ie man s taitli as long as he was an inmate of the hospital ; but that I had no control over 
either him or his wife, and that I should offer no opposition to the instant removal of both : 
but that m the hospital the interview must not take place. 

Mr. I^onard put a few hypothetical cases; stated that Mrs. Harrison had informed 
nim that Harrison had on three occasions that morning applied for him; and ended by 
ileraanciing whether he was not in possession of his mental faculties. I stated that I could 
not Siiy that he was senseless; but iliat I considered him totally unable to estimate the 
value or force of opinions, as he was utterly prostrated by illness. I added, “ Do not believe 
that 1 am actuated by any particular feeling against you, for I could just as determinately 
refuse permission to the chaplain to interfere with the religious principles of one of vour 
flock who migi.t happen to be in the same state of mental debility in fact, as long as he 
was a patient m the (lo-ipital, I again repeated, that my objection lay to its occurring in the 
lospital, which I was determined to keep pure from religious dissension. 

Mr. ponard then purlicularly inquired whether I thought he was in a state to be 
removed. I replied tlnit I saw no rea-son against it, if it svere done carefully and properly;, 
that he had been awake and veiy restless in the early part of the night, but had been asleeo 
since. must rcinaik that ut this interview I was aciing entirely on impreisioiis of his 
condition, derived from what I iiad ohservtd on the previous d ly, not liavin-r seen him that 
morning, having deferred my visit at the earnestly made request oi his wife, that 1 would 
Jioi that morning disturb him. [ did not know that at this very lime he was to a greater 
or less extent unconscious. I had likewise strongly in mv mind that he was onlv an 
employed man, and that I had no authority over him and his wife, so as to prevent' her 
desired it. What I was determined to do was to prevent him being 
meddled with, so long as I had received through the hosoiial serjeant, the leo-itimate 
orpn for commumcaling sudi applications, no intimation direct from Harrison himself of 
iis desire to see a priest. No such e.xpressed desire ivaciiecl me through any channel. 

only knew of it from what Mr. Leonard bad communicated at the interview. A desultory 
converfiation tlnm occurred, during which Mr. Leonard proposed that he should visit the 
icspi -1 , and see Harrison in the presence of one of the gentlemen then present. I remarked 
that this could scarcely be complied with afier the objection I had expressed. It was ulti- 
mately resolved that 1 sliould proceed lo the hospital to see Mrs. Harrison, and receive her 
instructions as to his removal or not. 

I proceeded to the hospital, stated to Mrs. Han-ison what hud occurred, and that I had 
refosed permission for access to her husband as long as he was a patient in the hos- 
pimi, hut ihsit 1 had offered no objection to his removal, and came to receive her wishes 
■ looked much annoyed and surpnsed, and said she had not e.xpected 

, a mg t at It was most cruel to remove a dying man, and that she regretted siie 
had ever set foot m the institution. I said it was too late to think of this; that 
Harrison had been some time ill ; that neither she iior her husband had been detained there 
^aii s leir \vi I ; oii the contrary, that they had received every indulgence, and the utmost 
consideration, and that she hud had ample opportunities, so that she need not have carried 
“ ]nslan°removal ^ what do you decide on?” She replied, 

I returned and stated this to the parties assembled. 



Aliei a shoit time I re-vUited the hospital, saw Harrison, and found him sleeping heavily, 
tK., • H * c usual with persons in a low state, and not yet quite free from 

the influence of a narcotic. j j 



and evidently dreamincr, i 



I said to her (Mrs. Harrison), not wishing to rouse her husband, that I hoped she would 

carefully 
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carefully explain to her husband that liis removal wns entiieiy her own act fshe dis&ented 
from thia) ; that we wished to keep him, to treat !iim kimily and tenderly, and that his 
removal gave us much pain, but that we would not oppose it, the removal resting entirely 
on her own responsibility. She said it was not her de.sire to remove liim, if only the priest 
was let in, and that it was cruel to keep him out. I told her I had alreiuly fi;scu»ssfl that 
point with Mr. Leonard ; that I would not knowingly permit the puriiy of the hospital in 
regard to this point to be violated, especially in the absence of Mr. Neville; and that I 
tiTiSted that in a less exciting moment she would do us more justice than lo imagine that 
we refused her from any unkind feeling to her. She did not concur, but stated she was 
ready to go the moment Mr. Leonard returned to her. I then gave directions as to the 
careful removal of her husband, so as to secure every provision for his safety. When she 
heard how I proposed to effect it, she exclaimed against the exposure which must neces- 
sarily take place. She said she had desired Mr. Leonard to provide a cab. I replied, 
1 thought the mode mattered little ; the material point involved was the man’s safety. 

About 5 p.m. Seijeant Walton reported to me that a material alteration had taken place, 
and that he thought Harrison was dying. I visited him. 

At about C p.m. Mr. Leonard culled on me, and stated that he had been to the hospital, 
and found that Harrison was much worse. I said it was true, and that he could not now 
he removed except at much risk. We again discussed the question, agreed that ii was now 
impossible to remove him, and 1 then proposed that the Eev. Mr. Leonard should at once 
proceed to the Royal Barracks, or Royal Hospital, which he could reach in 10 or 1.5 
minutes, and bring from some of the governors an order which would exonerate me n-om 
all responsibility, stating, that iu the antagonism of religious feeling which existed, I,_ as 
a subordinate, did not consider myself justified in acting solely on my own responsibility. 
I fuither said, for fear of any mi-appivhension, “ 1 had better give you a memorandum in 
writing, which you can hand in.” 1 hastily wrote the memorandum, which was placed in 
Sir George Brown’s hands. Mr. Leonard read it carefully over, and objected to the words, 
“ at BIrs. Harrison’s request,” stating that it was at her husband’s request. I replied, that 
I only knew of this from his own statements; that I had inquired particularly, and could 
not come to the same conclusion ; but that it was very easy for him to state, when he was 
handing it in, that he conceived it to be an error on my purt. I did not change it. 

At about 11 (five hours after my intervieyr with Mr. Leonard), Bfajor >Speedy called on 
me, and with him, after reading Sir George Brown's order, I proceeded to the hospit d ; 
found Harrison pulseless and unconscious. I then went to the surgery to write out a 
raemoiandum to that effect. I handed it to Major Speedy, and while he was writing a 
letter to Sir George Brown in which to enclose it. I copied “ the copy” of the Imsty 
memomndum (received with Sir George Brown’s letter), with which I had supplied Blr. 
Leonard, and of which I had taken no copy myself, in my imxiefy to interpose not one 
minute’s delay to Mr. Leonard’s reaching the Royal Hospital qmckly. As I rose froin tlie 
table at which I was writing, the hospital serjeant came in to report Harrison “ dead.” I 
added this to the memorandum previously written. W hile writing it, a messenger came to 
state that the Rev. Mr. Leonard was waiting for Blajor Speedy. 

(signed) Roht. Tanplp.ton, 

10 June 1801- Surgeon. 

P .5 I omitted to say that at the interview hel .l in the morning, the Rev. Mr. Leonard 

appealed to me whether he had ever shown any desire to communicate or mteiffre with the 
pmients in the hospital of a different faith from his own. 1 cordially assured him I had 
never known or suspected him of it. He said that havfing received a summons such as 
described, he was hound to attend instantly to it. I said, I was ceitam he was ou.y mMu- 

enced by a sense of duty. • /-> , . c 

•' ^ (signed) R- icmpUtun, burgeon. 



Rev. W. A. Neville’s Siatement. 

It appaars that on Sundav, the 9th instant, the Rev. J. Leonard made several 
attempts to visit, ministcriallv, Orderly James Harrison, a Protestant by bath and ed neat, on, 
then dyine, and in an unconscious state in the hospital of this mstrtalion ; and siiteeqriently 
interred hTs remains, according to the rites of the Roman Catholic church, m the Roman 



Catholic cemeteiy at Giasuevin. 

Durinc^ a long and severe illness, I constantly and regukriy V. . . 

° ' • . ^vith him, examining him doctrinally upon his religious views ana 



isited Harrison in hospital. 



jninciples'anS'gK^^^ him to read such books as I considered snilable, and with winch he 

expressed himself as' greatly pleased. t" 

I am prepared to prove that said Orderly James Haivisop deported hiumeh a. a si'“"ch 
and consistent Protestant and a true Christian, so long as 

remained, and that he never during that time expressed a desire to see a Roman C,uholie 

’’"on Sunday, the 2d of June, I visited him twice, spoke and nriumd with Mm i 
him to keep his mind fixed on the Lord Jesus Christ, the .r He o 

able and tviUing to save to the uttermost all who come to God Ihiough him. 
audibly and most devoutly with me in prayer, and he thanked me for my visit, as u.iial. 
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On ilonday, the 3d instant, I was called away on inipoitant business for a feiv ,1 
iiml liavuts.- oUamed tempoi-ary leave of absence from Major Speedv I left mv 
charge of tile Rev. hamuel Jloore, senior curate of St. Janies, Dublin^’ ^ 

Nr. Moore visited Harrison on the fallowing Wecinesdav and Saturday. 

“<* '-"PPy- fcr his visit 

il mil he lound by doouracntary evidence that he was imder lli^rfueiSe of naSie 
medic, ncs and eumely aueonscioas, and therefore incapahle of e.vpreesiue himself or of 
iinclc-ivtiuidiiio- whai v.a.s said to liini. ^ '.pie-siii, lumseu, or of 

hhduilhstiHling these feels, Harrison, after death, was claimed as a Romaa Catholic amt 
bulled accordingly Ly lire Rev. J. Leonatd. '-'UUioiit, anti 

(signed) IF’ A. Neville, 

Chaplain, R. H. M. S. 

Monitor John French st ites— 

I iviS in the bat it of sitting yrl, the late James Harrison, during his illness, and was 
wiih Inn, every riaj lor the fnrtmght before his death ,- at times he'vvas in .rcallZ- 
^n rh“TT‘T; the Sth instant, Harrison was slightiv cons^S 

nie ‘^7’ •’"‘ 'f'.'’ ) "f •“ >“,'6 sat u|, will, I, in, on Satui'daf nijht, but was 
I11C u Iitod. I saw Hariason on traiidiiy morning, the lull instant, at about a quarter to nine 
dock, u ieii lie was m ii stupor, and totally unconscious. I saw him again at about 
a quai tor to one o dock on hund.iy, wiieii he was in tire same unconscious stupor. 

(signed) John French. 



MEMOBaNDuar. 



PtasioNUn Janies nni-rison, aged 42 years, hospital oiderlj-, Roval Hibernian Mililarv 
.hcliool, was 1,1 I'ebrnary last affected witl, extensive abscesses, three of which were in 
succession operated on, discharging lai'gc quantities of mailer ; tliese kept him from duty 
tor many weeks, during the latter part of winter and early spring, but he recovered and 
returned to duty. Me was, however, again on the sick list in the last week (26th Mav i 
and then took his bed. which he never left up lo the period of his death (9tU June), labour- 
ing nnclu' an extreim.ly obscure fonn of spinal disease, the most prominent symptoms of 
uiijcJi were suddenly recurring and most ugoniziug paroxysms of naiu, accomp^ied bv 
more or less persistent pervigilia, ^ ^ 



Royal Hiberian jMilitary School, 
June li561. 



(signed) Robt. Templeton, 

Surgeon, 



Tbe Under Secretary to the Rev. John Leonard. 



„ Dublin Castle, 4 July 1S61. 

Kefehring to your letter of the 23d ultimo, relating to the death of James 
Harrison, hospital orderly in the Royal Hibernian Military School, I am directed 
by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit for your information copy of his Excellency’s 
Minute upon the case in question. 



The Rev. John Leonard, 

St. Bridget’s, Blanehardstown. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



IMinute of his Excellency tbe Lord Lieutenant. 

1 statements respecting the circumstances which attended the 

(Icatii or Pensioner James Harrison. 

I am of opinion tliat the surgeon of the hospital would not have been justified 
m permituiig a Roman Catholic priest to \isit any patient who, up to that time, 
had been a professed 1 rotestant, and who had been visited on the previous dav by 
a clergyman of the Establisimd Church, at the mere request of the patient’s wife ; 
but that It -svas his duty to ascertain the patient’s own wishes, if he had been in a 

state 
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slate to give ®tpi-ession to them, immediately on the proposal heing made to 
him. 1 collect that tins course recoraraended itself in the first instance to Major 
Speedy, but that he was over-ruled by the opinions of the Rev. Mr Moore and 
Dr. Templeton. 

Had the patient himself expressed such a wish, the priest should unquestion- 
ably have been at once admitted. If he had been found to be unconscious, as 
seems likely to have been the case, there would have been an end to further'dis- 
eussion, and the Rev. Mr. Leonard could not reasonably have expected to obtain 
access to him under such circumstances. 

I am sorry to think the conduct of Dr. Templeton open to grave exception, in 
admitting, in encouraging, in even suggesting the idea of removing the sick man, 
whom he acknowledges not to have seen on that, morning, whom he states to have 
been utterly prostrated by illness, and who, in fact, died within a few hours. I put 
to myself what would have been the responsibility of Dr. Templeton if Harrison had 
died in the progress of the removal. Whatever would have been Dr. Templeton’s 
success in maintaining what he terms the purity of the hospital, I conceive that ic 
would have been dearly bought. 

I do not doubt that Dr. Templeton acted in accordance with his own sense of 
duty, though with much want of judgment ; and I rejoice to leam that the 
Governors of the institution have remiuded him, that any patient under liis treat- 
ment has a perfect right to see the clergyman of his ciioice' in the hospital when- 
ever he expresses a wish to that effect. 

I consider the detention of the Rev. Hr. Leonard at the gate of the hospital as 
most unfortunate ; but it seems to me to have clearly arisen from misapprehension. 
No one can fairly infer that Major Speedy was privy to it, and Mr. Leonard might 
himself have taken means to put an end to it. 

With regard to the alleged inconsiderate treatment of Mrs. Hamson, in re- 
moving her from the place immediately after the death of her husband, there 
would not appear to be any ground for such an allegation. On the contrary, she 
seems to have been treated with the utmostconsideration and kindness; for although, 
according to the terms of their agreement, she was liable to be dismissed directly 
their joint service ceased, she not only had her wages paid to the end of the 
quarter, but was also allowed to remain in her room for nine days after her hus- 
band’s death, and received in addition a gratuity from the Commandant, notwith- 
standing her provoking demeanour. 

I think that the entire circumstances of the case may not umiaturally have 
produced much excitement in the mind of the Rev. Mr. Leonard. He would, 
however, do well to bear in mind, that upon any future occasion, when he may 
see reason to complain of the conduct or proceedings of any officer of the institu- 
tion, he should in the first instance apply for redress from the Governors of the 
school. 

I wisli copies of this Minute to be forwarded to the Governors of the Royal 
Dihernian Militai-y School, and to the Rev, Mr. Leonard. 

(signed) CarUale. 
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Mr. Leffvat’d anil His Hxcdla&cy tie Lord 
Livutenoiit. in i'efBrcn«i to the Death of Fen* 

on the part of the Uosident Atttlioriitee of tlio 
tlio Rererend Mr. Leonard to visit the sold 



(Str, JHajnire. ) 
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